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WRONG SITE SURGERY 

 
Wrong site surgery is considered a preventable error involving 
a surgical procedure performed on the wrong patient, wrong 
body part, and/or wrong side of the body. It is one of the most 
devastating events related to patient safety, and has serious 
consequences for the patient, surgical team and health care 
system.  
 
Approximately 40 wrong surgery cases happen every week in 
this country. If you would like copies of any of these articles, or 
if you would like further information on this topic, please contact 
any Library staff member. 

 
“Learning from never events: one hospital's reaction to a wrong-site surgery.” Joint 

Commission Perspectives on Patient Safety, 8(12):8-10, 2008 Dec.  
 
“Strategies for complying with the time-out before surgery requirements.” Joint 

Commission Perspectives on Patient Safety, 7(10):7-9, 2007 Oct.  
 
“Time out! Conducting a final verification before surgery.” Joint Commission 

Perspectives on Patient Safety, 9(6):1, 3-4, 11, 2009 Jun.  
 
Blanco M.  Clark JR.  Martindell D., “Wrong site surgery near misses and actual 

occurrences.” AORN Journal, 90(2):215-8, 221-2, 2009 Aug. 
 
Catalano K., “Have you heard? The saga of wrong site surgery continues.” Plastic 

Surgical Nursing, 28(1):41-4, 2008 Jan-Mar. 
 
Dillon KA., “Time out: an analysis.” AORN Journal, 88(3):437-8, 440-2, 2008 Sep. 
 
Edwards P., “Ensuring correct site surgery.” Journal of Perioperative Practice, 

18(4):168-71, 2008 Apr. 
 
Goldberg AE.  et al., “Attitudes of patients and care providers toward a surgical site 

marking policy.” Surgical Innovation, 16(3):249-57, 2009 Sep. 
 
Johnston G.  Ekert L.  Pally E., “Surgical site signing and "time out": issues of 

compliance or complacence.” Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery - American 
Volume, 91(11):2577-80, 2009 Nov. 

 
McNamara SA., “Preventive measures for wrong site, wrong person, and wrong 

procedure error in the perioperative setting.” Perioperative Nursing Clinics, 
3(4):383-93, 2008 Dec. 

 
Michaels RK.  et al., “Achieving the National Quality Forum's ‘Never Events’: 

prevention of wrong site, wrong procedure, and wrong patient operations.” Annals 
of Surgery, 245(4):526-32, 2007 Apr. 

 
Ridge RA., “Patient safety. Doing right to prevent wrong-site surgery.” Nursing, 

38(3):24-5, 2008 Mar. 
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Need Health Information for your 

patients? 
 

Call 922-WELL (922-9355) to request 
information.  Visit  

 

www.rochestergeneral.org/library/wellness
infocenter  

For more information and a link to our 
“Ask a Medical Librarian” service. 

 

 
 
 

MARCH 2010 
LIBRARY HOURS 

 
 

� Mon -Fri   8 AM – 9 PM 

� Sat    8:30 AM – 5 PM 

� Sun   12 NOON – 5 PM 
 

CYBERTOOLS 
 

Werner Library’s online catalog  
 

http://maple.cybertoolsforlibraries.com/cgi-
bin/CyberHTML? RGHRNYHO 

 

 

 

LibraLinks 
Information Ideas from RGSH Libraries 

New Acquisitions: Management 
CDs 

 

We have eight new CDs on 
management topics for you to listen to 
in your home, car or office.  Please stop 
by to browse or borrow one.  
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